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Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held at St Catherine’s C.E. Primary 
School, Greenstone Avenue on Thursday, 23 June, 2011 commencing at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT: Councillors: J. J. Lavin (in the Chair), P. Baxendale, N.E.J. 
Cornthwaite, M. Downes,  K. J. Helsby, J. Kellett, L. McCartin, K. 
McGeehan, K. Ramamurthy, S. Rock, and  K. Thomson
Councillor R. Silvester, Member for Horwich North East
Town Clerk, Mrs L. Challender
54 members of the public
1 member of the press

CHAIRPERSON TO OUTLINE FIRE SAFETY PROCEDURE
PL 3006 Councillor Lavin outlined the procedure.

TO RESOLVE THAT THE MEETING WILL END IN TIME FOR THE SCHOOL 
TO BE CLOSED BY 9 PM PROMPTLY, WITH ANY UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
DEFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING.
PL 3007 Resolved.
TO SUBMIT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPT THE REASONS
PL 3008 Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor McKeon due 

to work commitments and from Councillors Root and Flanigan due 
to other commitments.

TO REMIND MEMBERS TO MAKE A DECLARATION CONCERNING ANY 
MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING OF WHICH THEY 
HAVE AN INTEREST
PL 3009 Councillor Kellett declared her intention to take no part in the 

discussion or voting on any planning applications that may come to 
Bolton Council Planning Committee, in order to retain her right to 
vote when the decision will be made.

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 26 MAY, 2011.
PL 3010 Moved by Councillor Kellett

Seconded by Councillor Rock and 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the Committee 
held on 26 May, 2011.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch 1, Para 8
TO DISCUSS THE PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR THE PARISH
PL 3011  86368/11

 Montcliffe Quarry, Georges Lane.
Variation of condition 2 on planning approval 72520/05 (to remove 
deadline for commencement of restoration to allow the remaining 
permitted reserves within Montcliffe Quarry to be fully worked prior 
to the commencement of restoration.)
Councillor Lavin explained that the original deadline was about to 
expire, and that is why this application had been submitted to extend 
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quarrying to 2020.

The meeting was suspended in order to allow residents affecting by 
the application to speak:

A representative from RAGE (local action group) complained that 
this proposal would greatly increase the number of HGV 
movements. He quoted an estimated increase of 30%.  RAGE felt 
that a full traffic assessment was needed before this application was 
considered.  They queried the figures provided by the applicants. 
They also queried the requirement for landbank within Greater 
Manchester, stating that up-dated figures would be available shortly 
from the Minerals Planning Group, and it was essential that Bolton 
Council looked at these when considering the merits of this 
application.

Councillor R Silvester expressed his great disappointment that this 
application had been made. He also queried the landbank figures and 
pointed out that this application was within a site of special 
biological importance.  He felt that the impact of the application 
would be totally unacceptable. He was concerned about the impact 
on wildlife including bats, reptiles and birds.  He speculated about 
what the positive effect for the area would be if the restoration work 
could commence this year.

Blackrod and Horwich Environmental Action Group also raised 
grave concerns about the increase in HGV movements. They also 
complained bitterly that previous commitments about when this 
quarrying would finish should be upheld. They also queried the 
figures provided about the amount of stone still available to take.

A resident from Georges Lane complained that she had purchased 
her property about eighteen months ago having made enquiries and 
been assured by Bolton Council that quarrying would stop shortly. 
She also wanted to know why an expensive fence had been installed 
by the applicants,  given that this application had yet to be approved.
A resident from Chorley Old Road complained about the number of 
HGV movements and expressed concerns about highway safety, as 
well as unacceptable noise levels in the area. A resident of Victoria 
Road also complained about the HGV movements, particularly in 
the early morning and expressed concern about the retention of 
footpaths in the area of the quarry.

On return to committee

Councillor Lavin explained that Bolton Council had still to process a 
lot of information provided by the applicants, and that they had 
promised to send a Planning Officer to a future meeting of the Town 
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Council’s Planning Committee (probably in July or August) to 
explain the application fully.

Moved by Councillor Rock
Seconded by Councillor McGeehan and
Resolved to defer making a recommendation about this application 
in order to give Bolton Council time to consider the information 
provided by the applicant and to arrange to send a Planning Officer 
to a meeting of the Council’s Planning Committee to explain matters 
to Members and local residents.

86341/11   
The Greenwod, 567, Chorley Old Road
Demolition of public house and erection of 10 no four bedroomed 
semi detached dwellings and two no four bedroomed detached 
dwellings, together with associated landscaping and car parking. 
Erection of 1 no neighbourhood convenience store, 2 no units for 
A1/A2/A3/A4 use and 1 no for A1/A2/A3/A4/A5 use together with 
associated car parking.
The meeting was suspended in order to allow residents effected by 
the application to speak.
Councillor R. Silvester felt that the application represented over- 
development of the site. Whilst the public house was not a Listed 
Building, it was a building of character, and should be retained.  He 
felt that the car parking provision within the scheme was inadequate. 
He also said that an unadopted road being proposed by the 
applicants for use for access was not acceptable.
 Residents from Lower Makinson Fold queried the need for the retail 
element and felt that it would impact on the town centre of Horwich. 
It was also stated that a retaining wall had been considered unsafe by 
Bolton Council in 1997, so it was queried how it could possibly be 
considered safe now.  It was also pointed out that Bolton Council 
should ensure that Sports England were consulted about the possible 
permanent loss of the bowling green on the site, particularly in view 
of the fact that Parliament was currently looking at the problem of 
bowling greens being lost to this kind of development. Another 
resident expressed concerns about the possibility of landslide. A 
resident from Poplar Avenue also felt that the Greenwood Pub 
should be retained, and said that the proposal would be out of 
character for the area, and was visually unacceptable. A resident 
from 591 Chorley New Road had concerns about access to her 
property if the development went ahead. She also expressed 
concerns about parking problems, increase in traffic and loss of 
visual amenity.  
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On return to Committee

Moved by Councillor Rock
Seconded by Councillor McGeehan and
Resolved by 10 votes to 0 votes with 1 abstention to recommend 
refusal of this application on the basis of over-development, 
inappropriate development for the area, unacceptable increase in 
traffic and inadequate parking provision.

Consultation only as not in the Parish: 86339/11 Erection of twin 
bladed 18 metre high wind turbine at Horwich Parkway Rail 
Station. 
Members felt that it was inappropriate for the area, and would have 
an unacceptable visual impact on a large area.  It was queried why 
a vertical axis wind turbine, which would much more pleasing to 
the eye, could not be used.

86288 /11   
Tesco Superstore, Mansell Way
Erection of various illuminated and non-illuminate signage
Moved by Councillor Baxendale
Seconded by Councillor Rock and 
Resolved to support this application.

                                                                                  
86291/11 and 86296/11 
Horwich Parish C of E Primary School, Church Street
Repalcement and extension of covered link, new steps and landing 
together with new black metal metrical balustradings  and Listed 
Building and Conservation Area Consent.
                                                           
Moved by Councillor McGeehan
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
 Resolved to support this application.

86314/11  
Land at Horwich Moor, off Matchmoor Lane
Removal of condition No 2 on application 85706/11 removing the 
need to submit a full management plan in regard to site of biological 
importance
The meeting was suspended in order to allow a resident effected by 
the application to speak:
He complained about the lack of notice to local people about this 
application from Bolton Council.
On return to committee it was
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved to recommend refusal of this application in support of the 
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Wildlife Liaison Officer’s and the Ramblers’ Association’s concerns 
that the condition should be retained and for protection of the 
footpath by 10 votes to 0 votes with 1 abstention.

863191/11  74 Chorley New Road, Lostock
Erection of two storey rear extension and porch at front
Moved by Councillor Baxendale
Seconded by Councillor McGeehan and
Resolved to support this application. 

86327/11  Brentwood, Berne Avenue
Erection of two storey extension at side and single storey extension 
at rear
Moved by Councillor Thomson
Seconded by Councillor McCartin and
Resolved to recommend refusal of this application on the basis of 
over development by 6 votes to 1 vote against with 4 abstentions.

                                                                                
86332/11  Lever Park School, Stocks Park Drive
Certificate of lawful development (S192) for proposed installation of 
solar photovoltaic panels
                                                                             
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved to recommend refusal of this application as it needs to be 
submitted for consideration as a planning application.

86347/11  Higher Wilson Fold Farm, High Rid Lane, Lostock
Removal of condition No 4 on application 79142/08 to allow garage 
to be converted to habitable room.
Moved by Councillor Rock
Seconded by Councillor Thomson and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 1 vote against with 
1 abstention.

86363/11 and 86364/11  36 Lee Lane
Change of use from retail (Class A 1) to betting shop (Class A2) 
including new shopfront, erection of air condenser units and satellite 
dish.
Erection of two internally illuminated fascia signs and one internally 
illuminated projecting sign.
Moved by Councillor McGeehan
Seconded by Councillor Thomson and
Resolved to support this application with conditions to comply with 
policy.

CONTRARY PLANNING DECISIONS
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85960/11  Roundabout at Mansell Way
Erection of two pole mounted free standing signs.
This application had been recommended for refusal by Horwich 
Town Council in April due to them being a distraction to motorists, 
but had subsequently been approved by Bolton Council.

CORRESPONDENCE: FOR INFORMATION ONLY
PL 3013 a. Consultation from the National Association of Local 

Councils: Should the forthcoming neighbourhood plans have 
greater weight than the local plans of principal authorities? 
Item for the Planning Committee Meeting on 21 July, 2011. 
Noted.

b. Bolton Council: No waiting: Aspinall Close, Holmebrook 
Drive and Lowerbrook Close. Noted.

c. Friends of Lever Park: copy correspondence to Chorley 
Council: Go Ape. Noted.

d. E Mail: freelance chartered planning consultant: offering 
services to the Council. Noted.

Moved by Councillor McCartin
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved that the correspondence by received.

TO CONFIRM THE DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
AS THURSDAY, 21 JULY 2011.

PL 3014 Moved by Councillor Baxendale
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved to confirm the date for the next meeting of the Committee 
as Thursday, 21 July, 2011.

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS: FOR INFORMATION ONLY
PL 3015 It was reported that the planning application concerning Vale House, 

Vale Avenue had been refused by Bolton Council Planning 
Committee.
The Chairperson, thanked everyone for their attendance and declared 
the meeting closed at 8.58 pm.   
                                              
                                                                            
…………………………………..              ………………………
Chairperson                                         Date
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