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Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held at St John’s Methodist 
Church, Victoria Road on Thursday, 22 September, 2011 commencing at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT: Councillors: J. J. Lavin (in the Chair), P. Baxendale, N.E. J. 
Cornthwaite, K. J. Helsby, J. Kellett, L. McCartin, K. Ramamurthy, 
S. M. Rock, and  K. Thomson
Town Clerk, Mrs L. Challender
Mr Tim Hill and Mr B. Johnson, Bolton Council Planning 
Department
31 members of the public
2 members of the press

CHAIRPERSON TO OUTLINE FIRE SAFETY PROCEDURE
PL 3038 Councillor Lavin outlined the fire safety procedure.

TO RESOLVE THAT THE MEETING WILL END IN TIME FOR THE CHURCH 
TO BE CLOSED BY 9 PM PROMPTLY, WITH ANY UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
DEFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING.
PL 3039 Moved by Councillor Kellett

Seconded by Councillor Helsby and
Resolved.

TO SUBMIT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPT THE REASONS
PL 3040 Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillor Root due to 

bereavement, from Councillors Flanigan and McKeon due to work 
commitments, from Councillor McGeehan due to other 
commitments and from Councillor Downes due to illness.

TO REMIND MEMBERS TO MAKE A DECLARATION CONCERNING ANY 
MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING OF WHICH THEY 
HAVE AN INTEREST
PL 3041 None.

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 18 AUGUST, 2011.
PL 3042 Moved by Councillor Kellett

Seconded by Councillor McCartin and 
Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the Committee 
held on 18 August, 2011.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sch 1, Para 8
TO DISCUSS THE PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR THE PARISH
PL 3043 Councillor Kellett explained that, in order to reserve her right to vote 

on Bolton Council’s planning committee where the decisions about 
applications would be made, she would not take part in the discussion 
or voting. 

86368/11 Montcliffe Quarry, Georges Lane

Variation of condition 2 on planning approval 72520/05 (to remove 
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deadline for commencement of restoration to allow the remaining 
permitted reserves within Montcliffe Quarry to be fully worked prior 
to the commencement of restoration).          

Councillor Lavin briefly outlined the background to this planning 
application.  He drew particular attention to a letter from the Mineral 
and Waste Planning Unit dated 15 July that had only appeared on 
Bolton Council’s website the day before. This raised questions both 
about need and also the description provided by the applicant about 
what material was to be mined.     

Mr Tim Hill confirmed that if this plan were to be approved it would 
allow for nine more years of operation although the practices would 
remain the same.  He pointed out that the depth quoted was in relation 
to sea level and was not how deep the quarry would be.  The area of 
operation would be the same.  An environmental impact assessment 
covering noise, dirt, impact on traffic, water, ecology and landscape 
etc was available on Bolton Council’s web site. He confirmed that 
Bolton Council had already consulted widely about this application 
with relevant agencies as well as officers within Bolton Council. To 
date no objections had been raised.  There were, however, several 
queries.  Mr Hill apologised for the late arrival of the letter from the 
Minerals and Waste Planning Unit onto the website. He confirmed, 
however, that a response had been received from the applicant and 
this was on the website.  The material to be mined was not low grade. 
Mr Hill confirmed that local residents had been consulted and there 
had been 104 objections and 126 letters of support. He said that the 
application would be considered against Core Strategy Policies. Some 
issues had been carried forward from the former Urban Development 
Plan eg greenbelt. The Greater Manchester Minerals Plan, national 
policies and the views of the public and Horwich Town Council 
would also be taken into account. 
 
In response to questions from the public attending, Mr Hill responded 
as follows:

The impact on local people over the nine years of the proposals would 
be fully taken into account.

As regards operations in the greenbelt, he said that minerals had to be 
extracted where they were located. Permission for extraction for this 
site had already been given in the past.          

In terms of landbank, Mr Hill said that this figure was sensitive to 
how much was required in relation to the economy.

In response to many queries about traffic levels, Mr Hill said
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there was no limit on traffic movements i.e. the 2005 permission had 
no limit imposed.  The applicant had stated that on average there 
would be 40 movements in and 40 movements out every day. This 
represented a 22% increase in lorry movements one way and 16% 
increase the other way.

Queries about landscaping and restoration were addressed by Mr Hill, 
who said that there would be no significant change except that the 
total restoration of the site would be delayed.  He pointed out that 
restoration would be progressive and it had been estimated that it 
would be finished by 2021.  The production of a restoration plan 
would be a condition of any approval of this application, but such 
plans were often produced after approval. Any permission would 
carry conditions to prohibit rock climbing etc so that nesting birds 
would not be disturbed.

Angry residents queried whether there was a guarantee that work 
would stop after the nine years. Mr Hill confirmed that that was the 
limit of this particular application and said that any application for a 
future extension to operations or anything else would require a new 
planning application that would have to be considered on merit. 
Beyond that he could not speculate.

Councillor Lavin outlined points made in a letter circulated to all 
Members about this application by Councillor Richard Silvester, 
Member for Horwich North East for the benefit of members of the 
public attending the meeting.
                           
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 abstention to recommend 
refusal of this application as there appeared to be no valid reason to 
support it and every reason that the deadline set in the 2005 
permission and promises made to residents should be complied with. 
There appeared to be no support from local residents, and the support 
expressed seemed to be from people outside the area. The landbank 
figures did not support any need, and traffic problems particularly 
those associated with heavy vehicles, was unacceptable. 

86700/11
7 Ridgmont Close
Erection of part single part two storey extension at side
Moved by Councillor Rock
Seconded by Councillor Thomson and
Resolved by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 abstention to recommend 
refusal of this application on the basis of over-development.
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86722/11  
                                                                                       
Bolton Golf Club, Chorley New Road, Lostock
Erection of a 19.3m high shared telecommunications monopole 
including 3 no antennae, 3 no remote radiohead units, 300mm 
microwave dish, radio equipment cabinet and electrical meter cabinet.
Moved by Councillor Rock
Seconded by Councillor Helsby and
Resolved not to make a recommendation about this application. 

86730/11
6 The Linkway
Extension of mezzanine floor
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor McCartin and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention. 

8675411   
Holy Trinity Church, Church Street
Part A: Notice of intention for the removal of two conifer, one holly, 
one laburnum and one cherry tree.
Part B: Notice of intention for the pruning of three beech and two 
rhododendron
Moved by Councillor Baxendale
Seconded by Councillor Helsby and 
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention.

                                                                                
                                                                       
86781/11
Unit 1, Lodge Bank
Proposed alterations and extension to existing industrial unit 
Moved by Councillor Thomson
Seconded by Councillor McCartin and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention.

86788/11  
63 The Linkway
Erection of two internally illuminated fascia signs and one externally 
illuminated sign.                                                                           
Moved by Councillor Baxendale
Seconded by Councillor Thomson and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention.
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86803/11 
8 Hilton Avenue
Erection of single storey extension at rear
Moved from the Chair
Seconded by Councillor Helsby and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention.                                                                            

86821/11  
64 Pennine Road
Erection of canopy at front, part single, part two storey extension at 
side and single storey extension at rear
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Resolved to support this application by 9 votes to 0 votes with 1 
abstention on condition that it conforms to policy and no sustainable 
objections are received.

Additional application:
86871/11 9 Matlock Court
Listed building consent to install new window to front elevation 
extend window height in side elevations. Internal alterations to form 
lounge and study area.
The Town Clerk reported that there was no information available on 
Bolton Council’s web site.
Moved by Councillor Helsby
Seconded by Councillor Rock and
Unanimously resolved to make no recommendation due to insufficient 
information.

CONTRARY PLANNING DECISIONS
PL 3044 86412/11

Montcliffe, Georges Lane
Erection of a two storey extension to front and side, together with a 
single storey extension to provide utility room and replacement 
garage.
This application had been approved with conditions by Bolton 
Council but had been recommended for refusal by Horwich Town 
Council on the basis of over-development.       

86477/11  12 Abbott Street
Erection of part single/part two storey extension at rear.   
This application had been approved with conditions by Bolton 
Council but had been recommended for refusal by Horwich Town 
Council on the basis of over-development. 
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86498/11
Horwich Moor Farm, Matchmoor Lane

Retention of building for use as agricultural worker’s dwelling for a 
temporary period of three years.
This application had been recommended for refusal by Horwich 
Town Council,

CORRESPONDENCE: FOR INFORMATION ONLY
PL 3045 a. Bolton Council: A6 Blackrod Bypass Highway improvement 

Works
Moved by Councillor McCartin
Seconded by Councillor Helsby and
Resolved that the correspondence be received. 

TO CONFIRM THE DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
AS THURSDAY, 20 OCTOBER 2011.
                                                                                                       

PL 3046 Moved by Councillor McCartin
Seconded by Councillor Helsbyand
Resolved to confirm the date for the next meeting of the Committee 
as Thursday, 20 October, 2011.

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS: FOR INFORMATION ONLY
PL 3047 Bolton Council notification

Waiting, loading and unloading: Lostock Lane, Academy Way and 
Bakers Lane.

The Chairperson, thanked everyone for their attendance and declared 
the meeting closed at 8.58 pm.   
                                              

                                                                            
…………………………………..              ………………………
Chairperson                                         Date
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