Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2017/18

We acknowledge as the members of:

HOLW ICH TOWN CGoLiucaL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2018, that:

1. We have put in place arangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparzation of
the accounting statements,

2. We mainlained an adequate system of internal conirol
including measures desligned o preveni and delect lraud
and corruption and reviewed Iis effactivaness.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

mada propar arrangemanis and accepted responsibitity
for safegusrding the public money and resources in
its charge.

1. We took all ressonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matlers of aclual or potential
non-compliance with lawa, regulations and Propar
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authorily 1o conduct its
buslness or manage iis financas.

T. We provided proper opportunily during lhe year for
lha exercise of elactors’ rights In accordance with the
requirements ol the Accounlts and Audit Regulations.

5. Wa carried oul an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the Introduction of intemal cantrols andfor
extemal insurance cover where requlired.

IWe mainlained {hroughout the year an adequate and
effeclive sysiem of Inlemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

hag only done what {t has the legal power lo do and has
complied with Proper Praclices in doing s0.

during the year gave all parsons inlerested the opportunily lo
nspect and ask quastions about this authority's accounts.

: ct;nslderad and documsnted the finencial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged for a compelent person, Indspendent of the financlal
controls and procedures, to give an objeclive view on whather
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to metters brought to #ts altention by intemal and
extemal audil.

disclosaed everything It should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end If refevant.

1. Wa took appropriate action on all matters raised
i reporis from Internat and external audi

2 We considered whether any litigation, llabllilies or
commitments, evenis or ransaclions, occurring efiher
during or alter the year-end, have a financlal Impact on
this authosily and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements

4. {For local councils anly) Trusl funds including has met all of ils responsibilities where it is a sole

charitable. In our capacily as the sole managing managing trustee of a focal trust or trusts.
trustes we discharged our accauntability

responsibilities for the fund(s)/assels, including ‘/
financial reporling and, if required, independent
examination or audil.

NIE VA UAVERANAN - .

‘Plesss provide explanations 1o the external audilor on a separale sheet for each ‘No’ response. Describe how the authority
wil address the weaknesses identified.

This Annual Governance Slatement is approved by lhis Slgned by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeling where
authority and recorded as minute reference: approval Is given:
. ~
TC B Chairman / '\-"’4‘/
3 [ luht.kw\:)g-v-s
dated l ’ 2 b’ 1o Clerk i

|Other informéfion required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Stlatement)
Authority web addrass

www.h oftusdn, gou- vk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statemerits 2017/18 for

HR 01 Crt TOWN CouNai L-

1. Balances brought | Total balances and resorves at the beginning of the yaar

forward [ Tw) as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree lo
10,13 6 0, 09| Box 7 of previous ysar.

2. {+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precspt {or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies i SSI 63 bl @ 5| gs e received or receivabie in the year. Exclude any granis

received.

3. {+) Total other receipts Tolal incoma or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

W ‘@ L\S& Ho p 585 the pracept or rates/lavies received (line 2}. Include any
grants received.

4. {-) Staff cosls Total expanditure or paymenis made to and on behalf of

all employess. Include salarias and wages, PAYE and NI
| o%l S |HHLAT (employses and employars), pension contributions and
employment expenses.

5. (-} Loan interest/capital Total expendilure or payments of capital and interest
rapayments N Il\i F L made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Tolal expendilure or payments as recorded in the cash-

{0 W ; 300 |IIM,g Y- book lass staff costs (line 4} and loan inferest/capital
a rapayments {line 5}.

7. (=) Balances carried Tolal balances and reserves al the end of the year. Mus!
forward 10,01 157, ol | |equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and depasit bank accounts, cash
short term investments |0 . LOR | 111Q, O Of holdings and short term invesiments held as at 31 March -

3 ! To agree with bank reconciliation,

8. Tolal fixed assets plus - The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments B2 up of all lis fixed assels and long ferm Invesiments as at
and assets A c [M45u5 31 March.

10. Total borrowings ! The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

LR N from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Counciis Only) Disclosure nole s The Council acts as sole lrustea for and Is responsible for |
ra Trust funds (including charitable) managing Trust funds or assels.

L N.B. The figures in the accounling statements above do
not include any Trust lransaclions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2018 the !
Accounting Stalemenits in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Return present fairly the financial posilion
of this authority and ils income and expendilure,

or properly present receipts and payments, as the case

may be.

Signed by Responsible Financlal Officer

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Qi {Oo6[i

and recorded as minute reference:

TC bbb

C Hurerurer— Signed by Chairman of the meeling where approval of the
, Accounting Stalements is given

Q1loo|\} /w%//

Date
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2017/18
In respect of Horwich Town Council LA0111

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Pracfices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2018, and

o confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAQ) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2017/18

Except for the matters reporied below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabillity Return (AGARY),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is In accordance with Proper Practices and no other maltiers have come lo our
attention giving cause for concern that relevan lagislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prier year
comparatives when completing next year's AGAR.:

s Section 2, Box 7 for the current year does not agree to Boxes 1+2+3-{4+5+6). The figure in Box 1 should read £160,901. This is due to
a transposition error.

aiher maltters not affecling our opinion which wa draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to significant
wweaknesses in relation to Box E of the Internal Control Objectives. The smaller authorlty must ensure that action is taken to address these areas;
ofweakness in a timely manner,

3 External auditor certificate 2017/18

W\e certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Relurn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2018.

Exernal Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

Exsrnal Auditor Signalure W"Wm w Date 26/09/2018

*Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limiled assurance reviews for 2017/18 in Auditor
Gudance Nate AGN/02, The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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NOTICE OF CONCLUSION
OF AUDIT

(LOCAL AUDIT AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014
ACCOUNT AND AUDIT REGULATIONS 2015)

FOR

Horwich Town Council
NOTICE is hereby given that the audit for the

year ended 31 March 2018 was completed on
26 September 2018

and the accounts are now available for inspection by local electors in
accordance with Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

The requisite information as defined by Section 13(1) of the Accounts and the
Audit Regulations is not displayed alongside this notice

If the requisite information is not displayed alongside this notice, it is available
for inspection by appointment.

To arrange a viewing please contact
Carol Hutchinson, Town Clerk, Horwich Town Council,
Horwich Community Centre, Beaumont Road, Horwich
Bolton, BL6 7BG. Tel: 01204 691090 townclerk@horwich.gov.uk

Between the hours of 10am and 4pm
Dated: 27" September 2018

Signed ......... C. Hutchinsovu...........cc.oeeevee...

(Responsible Financial Officer)



