Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2018/19
We acknowledge as the members of:

HORWICH TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, lo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect lo the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 20189, that:

| o5 ICeans hal Inis awlhonty
1. We have put In place srrangemants for affeclive financial

management during ihe year, and for the preparation of
the accounting sialemeanis.

2, We maintained en adequale sysiem of intemal control made proper amangements and accepled responsibifity
Including measures designed lo prevent and detect fraud v for salegurarding the public money and resources in
and cormuplion and raviewad ils sifeclivaness #ts charge

3. We took all reasonable sleps lo assure ourselves has only done what it has the legal power to do end has

that there are no matters of aclual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper

I

Practicos that could have a significant financlat effect v I

onthe abilly of this authority to conduct its
husiness or managa Ils finances.

4. We provided proper opportunily during tha year for
the exercise of eleclors’ righls In accordance with the v
requiremenis of the Accounis and Audit Regulations : |

5. We carried oul an assessment of tha risks lacing this
avihorily and ook appropriate steps to manage those J
rishs, including the Introduclion of intemal controls andfor

guemal insurance cover where required

| prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accoumts end Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity o
Inspect and ask questions abaut this authonity'’s sccounis

considered and documentod the financial and olher risks it
faces and dealf with them properiy.

B. We maintained throughout 1he year an adequate and arrangad for & compatent parson, indepandanl of the financisl
efleclive system ol internal audii of the accounting v conirols and procedures, to give an objective view on whethar
jecords and control systems. intemal conirols mee! the needs of this smaller aulhority

7. We took appropriale action on all matiers raised v i responded o matters brought to its attention by intemat and
irepons from internal and extemal audit iL external pudit

faw

B. We consldered whaiher any liligation, Habllilles or disclosed everything i should have about ils business activity

cemmilments, events of iransactions, eccurring either during the year Including events taking place aler the year
during or afier the year-end, havo a financialimpact on J end if misvant.

liEs authorily and, whera appropdate, have included them
nlha accounling slatemenls

9. {For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
inslee we dischatged our accountability
responsibiitias for the fund(s)/assels, including
financial reporting and, If required, indepandent
examination or audil

hes met all of its responsibiiities where, as a body
corporate, il is a sole menaging lrustee of a local
trust or trusis,

*Please provide explanalions to the externat auditor on 2 separale sheel for each 'No’ response and describe how Ihe
aythority will address the weaknesses idenlified. These sheets should ba published with the Annual Governance Statement,

T hisAnnual Govemnance Stalement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

mreeling of the autherity on: approval was given:
20.06.2019
andrecorded as minute reference: Chairman / -

|—T)%her information required by the Transparency Codes {nol pari of Annual Gov;rnance Statement)
Aghority web address

www.horwich.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2018/19 for

HORWICH TOWN COUNKCIL

fiease round alf figures to nearest £1. Do not faave any
2018 2014 boxes tfonk and report £0 or Nit hafancas, Al fiqures must
£ £ i agree to underlying financial records.

Year ending Naotes and guidarce
| 31 March 31 Marzch

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and reservas af the baginning of the year
forward 160,901 157,64 1| as recorded in the financial records, Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precep! for for ID8s rales and levias)

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Lavias 186,836 185,862 received or raceivable in the year Exclude any grants
receivaed.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook lass
40,585 42 441 tha precept or ralesfevies received (line 2). include any
granis received,
4, {-) Slalf costs Total expenditure or paymenis made o and on behalf of
all employses Include selariss and wages, PAYE and NI
111,897 111,645 (employees and employers), pension conlribulions and
ampioymeant expenses
5. (-} Loan intarest/capilal Total expandilure or peyments of capilal and interas!
repayments NIL NIL] made during the yaar on the authority’s borrowings (if any)
8. (-) All clher paymenis Totgt expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
117,784 117,936) book less staff casts (line 4) and loan interest/capital
rapayments {line 5).
7. (=) Balances carried Tolal balances and reserves al the end of the year Must
forward 157,641 156,363| equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of alf current and deposil bank accoun!s, cash
short term investments 179,600 169,149, holdings and short term invastments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciiiation.

The valua of all the properly the aulhority owns - it is made

_g. Tolal fixed assets plus

long tarm nvestments 74,545 79,33} up of alf its fixed assels and long lerm investments as al
and assets 31 March
“10. Tolal bomrowings NIL NIL The oulstanding capital balance as &t 31 March of all loans

from third parties (including PWLB)

“11.(For Local Councils Only) Disclosure nole e 0

The Council, as a body corporale, acls as sole lrustae for
e Trust funds {including charitable)

and is raspaonsible for managing Trust funds or assets

Y, N.B The figures in the accounting sialements above do
not include any Trust transaciions

I catify that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statemenls were
Staements In this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on Lhis date;

Retrn have been prepared on either a receipts and paymenis 20.06.2019
Orcome and expendilure basis following the guidance in i
GSovemance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —a
P rxlilioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present {airly

- . : as recorded in minute reference;
thefinancial position of this authorily.
SSimed by Responsible Financial Olficer before being T A1 ‘:63
Presented ta the autharnity for approval
C JaesTvon = Signed by Chairman of the meeling where the Accounting
-’_7,_;:*

Statements were appfoved

. 20.08.2019 Q_/
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19
in respect of Horwich Town Council — LA0111

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequale and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2019; and

¢ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office {NAO) on behalf of the Comptrolter and Auditor General {see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2018/19

©On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), In our opinion the information In
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come 1o our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other malters not affecting our opinion which we draw (o the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2018/19

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2019.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature \OII’—F L‘ _H-(_% D‘tut M Date 16/09/2019

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance neviews for 2018/19 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAQ wabsite (www.nao.org.uk)
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