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                                        HORWICH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Horwich 
Public Hall, Lee Lane, Horwich on Thursday 23 October 2025 commencing at 7.15 

pm. 

PRESENT 

 

 

Councillors: V. Rigby (Chair), I. Aldcroft, S. Burke, G. Campbell, S. 

Chadwick, D. Grant, J. Scoble, P. Wright, C, Moncado Sears, K, 

McKeon 

Town Clerk, M. Brady. 

2 Members of the Public. 

 

CHAIRPERSON TO OUTLINE FIRE AND SAFETY EVACUATION PROCEDURE: 

TC 4967          Councillor Rigby outlined the procedure.  

 

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTE THE REASONS: 

TC 4968 Apologies were received and noted from Councillors Bamforth, 

Rock, Walton and Williamson. 

 

TO REMIND MEMBERS TO MAKE A DECLARATION CONCERNING ANY 
MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING OF WHICH THEY 

HAVE AN INTEREST: 

TC 4969 In order to reserve the right to vote on Bolton Council’s 

Planning Committee where the decisions about  

planning would be made, Councillor Grant stated that  

he would take part in the discussion but would abstain  

from voting.  

Councillor Chadwick declared an interest in the 

RMI Social Club. 

  

                

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT MAY PUT 

QUESTIONS OR MAKE OBSERVATIONS REGARDING MATTERS IN 

RELATION TO WHICH THE TOWN COUNCIL HAS POWERS OR DUTIES OR 

WHICH AFFECT THE PARISH, INCLUDING PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

MAXIMUM PERIOD 15 MINUTES: 

TC  4970           Two members of the public were present. The Clerk was asked by 

                          a member of the public to read a statement on his behalf. Council 

                          resolved to move out of committee to discuss. Agreed to include  

                          on a future agenda for decision. Council resolved to move back   

                          into committee and resume the meeting.  

 

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2025: 

TC  4971           It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town   

                          Council held on 18 September 2025.  

                          

 

 



2 
 

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING 

OF THE EVENTS COMMITTEE HELD ON 29TH SEPTEMBER 2025: 

TC  4972           It was resolved to approve the minutes and recommendations of  

                          the Events Committee held on 29 September 2025. 

 

TO RECEIVE THE LOCAL COUNCILS, INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARDS AND 

OTHER SMALLER AUTHORITIES ENGLAND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025, EXTERNAL 

AUDITOR’S REPORT AND NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT: 

TC  4973           It was resolved to accept the Local Councils, Internal Drainage   

                          Boards and other smaller authorities England Annual Governance  

                          and Accountability Return for year ended 31 march 2025, External  

                          Auditor’s report and Notice of Conclusion of Audit 

 

TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL FOR THE ILLUMINATION OF RIVINGTON PIKE 

WITH THE UNION JACK AND RED POPPY ON THE EVENINGS OF 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 9TH, MONDAY 10TH AND TUESDAY 11TH 

NOVEMBER WITH A REQUEST TO BOTH CHORLEY AND BLACKROD 

COUNCILS TO SHARE FINANCIAL SUPPORT WITH HORWICH TOWN 

COUNCIL BY CONTRIBUTING £260 + VAT EACH: 

TC  4974           It was resolved that Horwich Town Council continue to support the 

                          illumination of Rivington Pike on the evenings of the 9th, 10th, and  

                          11th of November 2025,  and to share the financial support with  

                          Chorley and Blackrod Council’s by contributing £260.00 

 

TO SEEK THE APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOUSING, 

COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO APPLY FOR BORROWING 

APPROVAL FOR A LOAN OF £325,000 OVER THE BORROWING TERM OF 

TWO YEARS FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE RECREATION GROUND AND 

CRICKET PAVILION. THE ANNUAL LOAN REPAYMENTS WILL COME TO 

£177,085 FOR THE FIRST YEAR, £169,792 FOR THE SECOND YEAR. IT IS 

ALSO INTENDED TO INCREASE THE COUNCIL TAX PRECEPT FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF THE LOAN REPAYMENTS BY 63.75% WHICH IS THE 

EQUIVALENT OF AN ADDITIONAL £22.51 (BAND D). THIS WAS SUPPORTED 

BY REPLIES TO THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION QUESTION 2, WHERE 68.9% 

STRONGLY AGREED TO THE PROPOSAL: 

TC  4975           It was resolved that Horwich Town Council seek the approval of   

                          the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local   

                          Government to apply for borrowing approval for a loan of £325,000  

                          over the borrowing term of two years for the purchase of the   

                          recreation ground and cricket pavilion. The annual loan  

                          repayments will come to £177,085 for the first year, £169,792 for  

                          the second year. It is also intended to increase the council tax  

                          precept for the purpose of the loan repayments by 63.75% which  

                          is the equivalent of an additional £22.51 (band D). this was  

                          supported by replies to the public consultation question 2, where            

                          68.9% strongly agreed to the proposal.  
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TO APPROVE THE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – SCHEDULE ATTACHED: 

TC  4976          The Accounts for Payment were approved as presented.  

                                   
 
ITEM                       AMOUNT              
 
 
                    
 
Sage Accounting*                                                               £112.80 
 
 
HM Revenue & Customs **                                              £1391.03                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
(PAYE month 03)                                                                            
    
Greater Manchester Pension Fund**                                £1352.41                                                                                    
(Pension contributions - October)                                                          
 
HR Solutions*                                                £173.88            
 
PFK Littlejohn LLP 
AGAR review 2024/2025                                            £1008.00 
 
Franking Sense 
Usage 24/25                                     £889.40 
 
Reimburse Cllr Chadwick for tools and materials  
purchased to treat and paint railings.                                  £216.00 
                                               £86.90 
 
Annual Insurance Renewal                                               £6280.09                                                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                        £11510.51 
 
(* payment made by direct debit, ** authorised out of committee*) 
 

 

TO DISCUSS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE PARISH (TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 
1990, SCHED 1, PARA 8). SCHEDULE ATTACHED: 
TC 4977           21068/25 variation of conditions 9 (landscape scheme),10  

                         (boundary treatment), 13 (external materials) and 15 

                         (approved plans) on application 15365/23.|Horwich Loco      

                         Industrial Estate Chorley New Road Bolton BL6 5UE 

                         Resolved to recommend approval. 
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                         21100/25 variation of condition 8 (refuse and cycle stores) on          

                         application 09862/20|Horwich Loco Industrial Estate Chorley New                   

                         Road Horwich Bolton BL6 5UE 

                         Resolved to recommend approval 

 

                         21066/25 erection of a single storey rear extension.|185 Lee Lane 

                         Bolton BL6 7JD 

                         Resolved to recommend approval 

 

                         21104/25 demolition of existing garage attached to adjoining        
                         property (no.6), together with the erection of a single storey rear                       
                         and side wrap-around extension.|4 Malvern Close Bolton BL6 7LY 
                         Resolved to recommend approval with recommendation neighbour          
                         be advised or party wall agreement.  
 

                         21114/25 retrospective application for the siting of fence to the side         

                         of property|2 Derwent Close Bolton BL6 6DR 

                         Resolved to recommend approval 

 

                         21122/25 conversion of existing garage to 1 no. bedroom     

                         annexe|20 Vale Coppice Bolton BL6 5RP 

                         Resolved to recommend approval 

 

                         21134/25 change of use from NHS surgery branch (class e) to 6   

                         no. bedroom HMO (c4) for 6 occupants together with formation of   

                         bay window and erection of boundary wall to front elevation.|103   

                         Chorley New Road Bolton BL6  

                         Resolved to recommend refusal due to over proliferation of HMO’s  

                         in a residential area, proximity to existing HMO, room sizes less  

                         than minimum standards, no parking provision for multiple          

                         occupants. Should the intention be to return the property to it’s   

                         original function, a family home, the above concerns would be    

                         withdrawn.  

 
BOLTON COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS IN HORWICH: FOR INFORMATION 
ONLY: 
TC  4978          Resolved to note.  
 
TOWN CLERKS REPORT FOR INFORMATION ONLY: EMAILED TO ALL 
MEMBERS: 
TC  4979          Resolved to note.  
 
TO NOTE WRITTEN REPORTS RECEIVED FROM COUNCILLORS: 
TC  4980           Resolved to note.  
 

TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
AS 23 OCTOBER 2025: 
TC  4991       Resolved the date of the next Council meeting to be held at 7.15 on    
                      20 November 2025, at the Public Hall, Horwich.  
The meeting closed at 8.45.  
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